











€O, o o0
€ o

In 1972 an exhibition of Tutankhamun's treasures at the
British Museum attracted a record 1.5 million visitors

After fifty years, the Co-op finally closed

and reignited a passion for mummies, hieroglyphics and the Lancaster Road store in 1988.
pyramids. As a schoolboy at the time, | was enthralled

but had to be content with a pull-out colour supplement Today the four-storey building stands empty, with, | believe,
from a national newspaper and a commemorative the original interior features now lost, and the exterior fabric
postage stamp. visibly deteriorating. Art Deco, however, remains an easily

recognised and popular ‘retro’ style, of which Preston has
very few examples. The future of Lancastria House remains
uncertain. Hopefully the building can be properly maintained
until a new use for it is found. For now, though, Preston still
has in Lancastria House a fascinating historical and stylistic link
to Parisian glamour, early European modernist architecture
and an ancient civilisation. | also still have my Tutankhamun
stamp while the Co-op lions, although looking a little weary,
are still there keeping a watchful eye on passersby.

My Tutankhamun postage stamp

Ceremonial throne
of Tutankhamun:
The Egyptian Museum

If you have any specific memories or information about Lancastria House please let me know. Similarly, do you
remember another popular department store, Goobys on the corner of Tithebarn Street and Church Street?
It was sadly destroyed by fire in 1965. Please contact me at michael@prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk




Christmas

Presents

for Local History Lovers

Lost Preston

by Keith Johnson

Keith Johnson is a prolific author,
and his great passion is the History
of Preston. Keith, and his publisher
Amberley, produce consistently
readable titles that are highly
illustrated and extremely well
researched. In Lost Preston
(pub.2025) Keith'’s starting point

is the Edwardian era; the first
decade of the 20th Century. Using
contemporary sources Keith paints
a picture of pre-WW!I Preston.

A town growing in size, still
dominated by textiles but with a
powerful presence in engineering and a port that looked like it might
at last deliver a return on capital. A town that still served as a market
town with excellent transport links.

KEITH JOHNSON

Focussing on various themes, Keith chronicles the changes that have
occurred both to the built environment and to the way the people
lived their lives.

Although Preston has seen significant redevelopment over the

last century the three main throughfares, Friargate, Church Street
and Fishergate along with the Flag Market and covered markets all
remain. As does the mediaeval street pattern south of Church Street.
This helps enormously when we view the series of images that record
change over time.

There are striking images of women selling shrimps. The women,
dressed in traditional garb, travelled from Southport by train to sell
their shrimps and other locally landed seafood. It’s remarkable to see
that, right up to the second world war, these women are still wearing
long established outfits that seem to hark back to the 19th Century.
As ever with Keith Johnson, he discovers some fascinating imagery
that is not widely known.

For me, this is a ‘dip into’ book. Keep it to hand. For most of us there
will be a place, event or time shown that triggers personal memories.
One that resonates with me is the image of the Beatles at the Public

Hall in 1963. | went to see them. Actually, | went to hear them sing as
well, but all I heard was screaming.

Every image is underpinned with helpful text. The title is ‘Lost
Preston’ and it reflects the physical loss of iconic buildings, of forms
of entertainment, of jobs and of dress. But in producing this book
and bringing together so many memorable images Keith ensures that
although they are lost, they are nor forgotten, and for some they will
trigger memories- some silent, some ear-splitting!

Review by Steve Harrison

Price:

£14.39

To purchase a copy visit:

www.amberley-books.com s e

St. Leonard’s Men

Remembered

Walton-le-Dale
by Helen Howell

‘We will remember them.” We
all know the words but actually
remembering them isn’t always
easy. Time, distance and
memory all play a part in what
we remember, even when we
come across the name of one
of the fallen. A beautifully
produced book by local
historian (and PHS member) Helen Howell enables us to remember
them as more than a name. The text brings them back to life through
their personal stories.
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The book is in three parts. Its range is the men of Walton le Dale

who died in World War I. We start with a focus on the two beautiful
stained-glass windows in the nave of St. Leonard’s Church, high on
Walton Law. The windows feature the loss of men from two local
families: the Woods and the Croziers. The canvas broadens in part
two where we are introduced to Walton le Dale immediately before
and during the war. There are fascinating nuggets such as the number
of eggs laid in Walton at Easter 1916, 1,028, all boiled and dispatched
to wounded soldiers. Some of the ‘underage boys’ are identified.
Discovered to be underage, they were discharged and came back
home until they reached 18 when they promptly re-enlisted.

The bulk of the book is devoted to the individual stories of named
men. 54 who are remembered on the War Memorial Tablet and a
further five who are commemorated on churchyard headstones. Each
receives a pen portrait. The fruit of Helen’s labours turns a name
into a son, husband, father, brother who often had been to a local
school. In some cases, we learn his height, in others the personal
effects that were returned to the family. Each pen portrait delivers a
double impact. The life of a local man lost, and the cumulative effect
of the repetition of the dates of death and the tragically young ages.
The detail helps us reimagine the living, breathing person who once
walked the streets of Walton le Dale.

There are useful appendices, including a rich list of sources, and the
book is illustrated with well-chosen images. At £5 this title is excellent
value. All proceeds are in aid of the St Leonard’s Stained Glass
Window Restoration Fund. | found it useful to have an atlas to hand
as | read the individual entries. Lads from Walton le Dale dying from
Aldershot to Basra. Now remembered once more.

Review by Steve Harrison

Price:

£5

To purchase a copy, please email:

historyhelenhowell@gmail.com \Cialaaia




We are very lucky to have so many excellent local writers, their books would be a great addition

to the collection of a local history enthusiast. Or why not buy them a year’s membership for PHS?

If interested contact patricia@prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk

Fighting Jim Crow
In Lancashire:

Remembering the Battle of
Bamber Bridge 1943-2023

Edited by Alan Rice and Jenny Webster

Published to coincide with the
80th anniversary, this concise F'GHTINGJIM CROW
it Lancashire’ N

and insightful book looks

at the events of June 1943
in Bamber Bridge, and the
implications, from a number
of pell'spectives. These incllude Remembening the
eyewitness accounts, detailed BATTLE OF
court martial recortfls, N BAMBERM
speeches and creative writing 1943-2023
from the commemorative
events of 2023. Alan in
particular, as he did in his
talk to PHS in October this
year (for Black History Month), puts the violent confrontation on
Station Road between Black American troops and White American
military police into context. As Alan, Professor in English and
American Studies at ULAN writes, ‘Black troops were welcome

in Britain, but Jim Crow wasn’t’. The so-called ‘Jim Crow laws’ in

the US enforced racial segregation and legitimised discrimination
against African Americans. Racial prejudice travelled with the US
army, with segregation, which was seen as essential to maintaining
discipline, upheld in Britain by the American military authorities.
Warmly welcomed in Bamber Bridge and elsewhere, for the young
African Americans in Britain, this was often in sharp contrast to their
treatment back home. This book remembers the tragic events that
unfolded that night in June 1943, and the death of Private William
Crossland, but it also celebrates how ‘Briggers...not only opposed the
attempted imposition of the Jim Crow segregation in their community
but kept the memory of their fight for justice alive for

80 years'. This book does the same.

Published by University of Lancashire, 2025.
All proceeds to local Black History Groups.

Review by Michael Akers
The book comes with a DVD of Danny Lyons

film that interviews witnesses including
107 year-old Eunice Byers.

£10

To purchase a copy, please email obtain from:

ARice@lancashire.ac.uk

plus postage

Molly Brown

Britain’s Railway Queen
1929-1930

By Steve Parlanti

Molly Brown

Britain’s Railway Queen 1929.
Partly inspired by the i3 =

century's old tradition
of ‘May Queens’, the
very first Railway Queen
was crowned in 1925,
on the centenary of the
opening of the Stockton
& Darlington Railway.
For the next fifty years
young girls were plucked
from relative obscurity
to act as ambassadors
for the railway industry.
It was a symbolic but
prestigious role, with
crowds of over 50,000
railway workers and
their families attending
the annual coronations in the 1920s and 30s. The concept proved
popular and other industries quickly followed suit, most notably
the Cotton Queens.

Author Steve Parlanti has written a book about the 1929-30
Railway Queen, Molly Brown from Preston. By all accounts Molly,
just fifteen when she was crowned, embraced the opportunities
provided by her role with both hands. She travelled far and wide
and was feted wherever she went. According to Steve, ‘thousands
of people would turn out to see her over the course of her reign;
she would usually be dressed in full regalia, with maids of honours
and trainbearers in attendance.” Her experiences were quite
extraordinary for a working-class girl at the time.

Steve’s book brings her unique year of adventures to life. His
meticulously researched account makes extensive use of a wide
range of source material, from press reports to personal items
saved by Molly. Railway Queens are a now largely forgotten
aspect of our railway heritage, so Steve’s account of Molly’s
glamorous railway journey is a welcome addition to a genre
usually dominated by men and steam engines.

Review by Michael Akers

Price:

£7

To purchase a copy, please email obtain from:

steveparlanti@hotmail.com plus postage




14 December 3pm —5.30pm
Winckley Square Gardens, PR1 3JJ

Meet up with friends and get into the
Christmas spirit. Join in the traditional carols
around the Christmas Tree with St Stephen’s
Choir. Sing along with Preston Ukelele
Strummers and Clarkland. The headline act
is the spectacular 'Bring on the Fire' who will
thrill all the family. Keep warm with mulled
wine, mince pies or Peter’s Perfect Parched
Peas. Hot food supplied by ‘Queen of Tarts'.

For details visit winckleysquarepreston.org

24 October 2025 - 8 May 2026
Lancashire Archives, Bow Lane, PR1 2RE

Celebrate the rituals, friendships, and joy of
a match day with the latest exhibition from
the National Football Museum. Journeys

to the Match is a community focused
exhibition, exploring the everyday traditions
of football fans and what makes their

match day special. From a deep dive into
the transport that fans have taken through
the years, to lucky charms and match-day
mates, this experience celebrates the simple joys that unite us all.

23 January 1pm - 3.10pm
Kingsfold Library, Hawksbury Drive, PR1 3EJ

Peter Smith will introduce crossing the Ribble from prehistory to the present day
followed by Elizabeth Basquill, who will share a deep dive into the Tithe map of
Kingsfold in 1841.

no booking required.

Contact PHS

General enquiries: peter@prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk

Membership: patricia@prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk

Preston
Historical

Soclety

Monday 9 February 2026

Plague and Hunger:
Mortality in the Preston area 1590-1650.

Speaker: Dr Alan Croshy

Monday 9 March 2026

Beatrice Blackhurst’s Scrapbook: leisure, voluntary action
and social change in Preston in the early 20th Century.

Speaker: Helen Howell

Monday 13 April 2026

That’s Entertainment!
The rise and fall of Preston’s Guild Hall.

Speaker: Michael Akers

Monday 11 May 2026

Preston and its Region in Domesday Book and beyond.
Speaker: Prof. Fiona Edmunds

Central Methodist Church, Lune Street, PR1 2NL

Talks start at 7.15pm and end at 8.30pm.
Doors open at 6.30pm for refreshments
and registration. Members FOC / Visitors £5.

Christm

Do you have a

HPRESTON

ISTORICAL
who loves local ‘
history? Wondering A 9%/%

What tO buy them :ne year membership from the first month You attend
for Christmas?
Why not consider

* [ year’s membership of PHS £20?

friend or relative

VOUCHER cope

If interested contact
patricia@prestonhistoricalsociety.org.uk
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